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Fans excited to see Clinton in Missoula
Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN
The wave of presidential
candidates visiting Montana this
weekend will wrap up with a
brunch on Sunday in honor of
Democratic presidential hopeful
Sen. Hillary Clinton at the Hilton
Garden Inn on North Reserve
Street in Missoula.
Senate Majority Leader Carol
Williams, Sen. Carol Juneau
and other members of the Big
Sky Committee are sponsoring

the event, which
begins at 10:15 a.m.
Tickets
for
the
fundraiser,
ranging
from
$250
for
“Friend” status to
$2,300 for “Platinum,”
are
available
at
https://contribute.
hillaryclinton.com/
events/missoula0406.
html.
Scott
Martin,
president of the University of
Montana College Democrats, said

he purchased a $250
ticket this week.
“I got to meet
President
Clinton
yesterday,” he said
about the former
president. “I was
really excited to meet
him. But I am even
more excited to meet
Hillary (Clinton). I’ve
always been a fan.”
And with news
breaking Wednesday evening that
Sen. Barack Obama will hold a

rally at the Adams Center, some
speculate that Clinton will do the
same.
“I haven’t heard,” said Martin
about the buzz, but added that he
wouldn’t be surprised if she did
hold some kind of event for the
public.
“It’s incredible that we’re
getting these candidates here.
Her coming to Missoula and Bill
visiting other cities in Montana is a
tribute to the Hillary campaign and
the importance they are putting on
Montana,” he said.

Play time

Students should take advantage
of this rare opportunity to see the
candidates while they’re visiting
the state, Martin said.
Alison Garab, president of UM
Students for Hillary Clinton, would
like to do just that. But Garab can’t
afford to pay the minimum $250
for a ticket to Clinton’s brunch.
“I’d love to go, but my income
level at this point doesn’t permit
to spend $250,” she said. “I did
e-mail the campaign to see if they
See CLINTON, page 12

Elevators a
necessity to
some students
Lauren Russell
MONTANA KAIMIN

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

A speaker in the UC sings a children’s song for a large group of preschoolers. The gathering is part of Celebrating the Youth, a part of the ASUM Child Care Preschool.

ASUM candidates appeal to student voters
Chris Ameson
FOR THE KAIMIN
At a Thursday afternoon forum
for ASUM executive hopefuls,
candidates vying for positions
agreed that for ASUM, students
come ﬁrst.
“Our main focus is giving
students a voice on this campus,”
presidential candidate Trevor
Hunter told the lunch crowd in the
UC Commons.
The teams of president and
vice president candidates are:
Trevor Hunter and Siri Smillie;
Allie Harrison and Jake Yerger;
and Ali Tabibnejad and Peter
Bailon.
business
manager
The
candidates are Eric Mundt, Jose
Diaz and Alexander Gosline.

Primary voting on April 9 will
narrow the ﬁeld to two president/
vice president teams and two
business manager candidates.
ASUM President Dustin Leftridge
moderated the forum.
Presidential candidate Allie
Harrison said she plans to focus
on student issues, mainly student
retention and housing.
Jake
Yerger,
Harrison’s
running mate, said, “We want
to ensure that every student has
a safe and affordable place to
live.” Yerger is the only freshman
running for an executive ASUM
ofﬁce.
Hunter, who has been an ASUM
senator since January 2006, said
he wants to give students a voice
at the state level. He emphasized
his experience saying, “I’ve seen

three administrations. I know what
works, I know what doesn’t work.”
Siri Smillie, Hunter’s running
mate, commented on her own
experience. In 2007 she lobbied
in the Montana legislature and
said UM needs to have a stronger
lobbying presence in Helena.
Ali Tabibnejad, the third
presidential candidate, said he
would work to get the university
more state funding if elected
president.
Peter Bailon, Tabibnejad’s
running mate, said UM needs to
rethink its goals.
“[Education] is not just a way
we can pump kids out into the job
market,” Bailon said. UM should
focus on personal development,
embracing arts and community
building, he said.

The forum also gave candidates
running for ASUM business
manager a chance to speak.
Eric Mundt arrived late to the
forum, but said if elected he would
cut funding to organizations that
fail to serve students’ needs.
One of Mundt’s opponents, Jose
Diaz, countered his proposal.
“I think it’s important to give
all student groups the chance to
succeed and I don’t think it’s the
job of the business manager to
decide which organization is more
important,” he said. Diaz told the
audience that he would work to
raise money and fund student
groups as evenly as possible if
elected.
Business manager candidate
Alexander Gosline did not attend
the forum.

While most students relish
the opportunity to miss class
punishment-free, Brandon Friede
isn’t one of them.
Friede, a junior, missed a
lecture class in the Social Sciences
building on March 11 because the
elevator wasn’t working. Though
a convenience for many students,
elevators are a necessity for
Friede, who has a neuromuscular
disorder that makes climbing stairs
an extremely fatiguing endeavor.
“If the elevator isn’t working, I
just can’t go to class,” Friede said.
Friede has had frustrating
experiences with other elevators as
well. He missed his calculus class
at least six times last semester due
to the new elevator in the math
building malfunctioning, he said.
He also had to postpone an exam
by two days during the time the
elevator was out of service.
Though his professors have
been accommodating in letting
Friede make up the work, he said
missing the actual lectures had a
negative effect on his grade.
“Missing a week of class before
the exam really hurts,” Friede
said.
Jim Marks, director of Disability
Services for Students, said he
receives complaints about the
University of Montana elevators
on a regular basis but that the
complaints are usually routine
maintenance.
“I think we do a pretty good job
managing them, considering that
elevators are mechanical devices
and they go down a lot,” Marks
said.
When a malfunctioning elevator
is reported to Facilities Services,
See ELEVATORS, page 6
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BIG UPS

&

Backhands

by Bill Oram

Q1: Are you going to see Barack Obama on Saturday?
Q2: Why or why not?

Welcome back to Big Ups and Backhands, where we think snow
on Tuesday was a cruel, cruel April Fools’ Day joke.

• Mary Baker

Big Ups to the Adams Center for stepping aside and letting Sen.
Barack Obama’s campaign handle ticketing for the presidential
candidate’s free rally on Saturday. Tickets went quickly, but those
who attempted to get tickets early on were successful. The wristband
system must not have been used.

junior, psychology
Q1: I didn’t know he was going to be here. Oh my gosh!
Q2: He’s minority; just to see him. He’s got a great thing in store for his life.

In honor of Sen. Obama’s upcoming visit to UM, we have created
a new honor: Barackhands, which go to his Democratic opponent,
Hillary Clinton. The senator from New York claimed this week
that “Barack can’t win.” She must have been referring to a game
of bowling, because there’s about 20-some-odd states that would
disagree.

• Kodi Augare

grad student, resource conservation
Q1: No, I’m probably tied up with homework. I would if I could.
Q2: He’s inspirational, and for bragging rights.

Backhands to Barry Anderson, the former Monte who now
entertains fans of the Chicago Bulls as the team’s lovable mascot,
Bennie, for shooting T-shirts out of a T-shirt gun at Kevin Garnett of
the Boston Celtics in a Tuesday game. S’pose you could, technically,
with perhaps a hint of sarcasm, without malicious intent, say that
Bennie/Barry is the latest Grizzly to go out and shoot someone.

• Kelly McGonigal

sophomore, mathematics

Wild octopi are apparently quite wild, and thus earn Big Ups.
They’re so wild, in fact, that a study at the University of California
at Berkeley went so far as to call them kinky. The male Abdopus
aculeatus octopus guards its mate – with whom they will have sex
just once before dying – by strangling would-be suitors. We can think
of some other uses for those eight tentacles – in the boudoir…

Q1: No, I didn’t know.
Q2: Yeah, I guess I would check it out. To be more informed. I would rather see Ron
Paul.

Ah, foiled again by MSU! Jane Goodall will give a lecture at
Montana State on April 28, thus the city of Bozeman deserves
Backhands. As any veteran of Anthro 101 knows, Garry Kerr has
been working for years to bring the monkey expert to Missoula. We
imagine he’s going apeshit right about now.

• Josh Gibbs

sophomore, nursing
Q1: I am going to the rally.
Q2: Because my mom is the Colorado state representative for Obama.

Big Ups to the New Kids on the Block for hanging tough and
deciding to get back together and release a new studio album. In a
world totally devoid of cheesy lyrics and hop-scotch-esque dance
moves, there’s deﬁnitely a void for them to ﬁll. Assuming the
members, who are all creeping toward 40, don’t break their hips.

• Drew Nelson

The University of Texas at San Antonio gets Backhands after
news broke that it aped its new honor code from Brigham Young
University’s. So the doctrine that warns against plagiarism, as well
as other ethical no-nos, was itself plagiarized. You can’t put a price
on that.

Q1: I was thinking about it, yeah.
Q2: That’s kind of a tricky question; it’s more like, why not? He’s a presidential
candidate; they don’t come around Montana much. If cows could vote they
would. It’s the party I am going to vote for regardless if it’s Hillary or Obama.

sophomore, business management/international business

Self-inﬂicted Backhands to the Kaimin co-ed softball team
– Team Kaimin – for getting blasted in its 2008 intramural softball
premiere. We led early, before a second-third-fourth-ﬁfth inning
collapse ultimately spelled doom. Most of the time “d-o-o-m” spells
doom, but for Team Kaimin, it was the collapse … and really big
dudes on the other team.

• Sean Kinney

sophomore, forestry
Q1: I am going to be with the University of Montana’s Woodsman team
competing in Idaho.
Q2: Yes, I would if I could, because I am just interested.

Season record: 0-1.
Check back next week for an update (hint: if we’re not 1-1, we’ll
be 0-2).

• Prarie Wolfe
senior, ecology

PLEASE

Q1: Heck yeah, I am!
Q2: I believe that Barack Obama is the next big change America needs. I am excited
to see history in the making.
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Rowdy rabbit, reckless rumble, real robbery?
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN
March 27, 2:30 a.m.
Two students were pulled over
in their car after running a stop
sign. When the ofﬁcer approached
the car he noticed a strong smell
of alcohol and determined that the
passenger, who was admittedly
underage, had been drinking. The
student was cited for an MIP.

throwing eggs on Arthur and
West Kent avenues. When ofﬁcers
arrived to check it out, Captain
Gary Taylor of the Ofﬁce of Public
Safety said they found no egg
throwers. “It could be that it was
surplus from the Easter Bunny,”
Taylor said.

March 28, 1:18 a.m.
Someone called 911 to report
that multiple individuals were

March 28, 9:00 a.m.
Students were setting up
displays for the Home and Garden
Show in the University Center
when a girl set down her purse to
help set up for the event. During
this time, somebody stole the purse,

Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN
University of Montana students
and the Missoula community did
not leave an indoor ticket to spare
for Democratic presidential hopeful
Barack Obama’s Saturday morning
rally at the Adams Center.
The free indoor tickets were gone
by 11 a.m. Thursday, according

to Obama’s local campaign
spokesperson Matt Chandler.
Chandler and other campaign
ofﬁcials would not conﬁrm how
many tickets were given out.
Dahlberg Arena, which the
campaign announced will be ﬁlled
to capacity, seats 7,500 inside for
basketball games.
According to a press release

April 1, 11:56 a.m.
A student reported losing his
wallet in the Cascade Country
Store. Later that afternoon, a
woman found the wallet near
Arthur Avenue, with all the money
missing. The student claimed he
had somewhere between four
thousand and five thousand dollars
stolen from the wallet. So far police
have no suspects.

Police
Blotter

Two males from Aber, who
were intoxicated, got into a verbal
argument in their dorm. The
confrontation then became heated.
“It escalated into a few punches,”
Taylor said. One male was treated
for minor lacerations on his lip
as well as a black eye. The other
was charged with misdemeanor
assault.
Citations:

which the student said contained
little cash. So far, no suspects have

been found.
March 29, 3:00 a.m.

Thursday evening, Obama’s camp
said due to overwhelming demand,
they will provide an outdoor feed of
the rally for people who missed out
on indoor tickets. Tickets are not
required for the outdoor feed, and
seating is available on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst-serve basis.
Most UM students, like junior
accounting major Karen Simpson,
obtained free indoor tickets through
Obama’s Web site.
“I heard about it last night,” she
said. “My roommate came into my
room screaming and waving her
arms.”
Simpson, who said she has a big
interest in politics right now, heard
the rumors of a possible Obama
visit, but nothing conﬁrmed.
“I’m trying to decide between
Hillary and Obama,” she said about
which Democratic candidate she
will vote for in the June 3 primary.

Simpson said attending the rally will
be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
“I think the presidential
candidates are starting to realize
even states like Wyoming and
Montana do (matter). The University
has a strong Democratic population.
Students from all over Montana go
here – (it’s a) strong concentration
of a target market,” she said.
The Center for Information and
Research on Civic Learning and
Engagement issued a fact sheet
about young voters in Montana
during the midterm election year
2006. The report found a surge
in young eligible voters between
the ages of 18 and 29. In 2002,
the number of votes cast by this
population was 30,000, while
the number of citizens in this age
range eligible to vote in 2006 was
125,000.
UM sophomore Mark Thompson

John Parker, 19, MIP
Morgan Webb, 25, misdemeanor
assault

Outdoor seating still available for Obama rally

said he isn’t sure whom he will vote
for.
“I don’t know much about his
(Obama’s) political stance,” he
said. “I’m interested to hear his
opinion. Thompson said he likes
Republican presidential candidate
Sen. John McCain, but he does not
like Obama’s competition, Sen.
Hillary Clinton.
He said he thinks it’s good that
Obama is reaching out to students
in Missoula.
“Him coming all the way out here
– it shows that he cares,” Thompson
said. Thompson’s friend asked him
Thursday morning if he wanted to
go to the rally. He said he hopes to
snag one of her three tickets.
Jim Lopach, professor and chair
of UM’s Department of Politcal
Science, may have to utilize the
campaign’s overﬂow space. He told
the Kaimin Thursday that he is on
the waiting list for a ticket to the
rally.
“It’s always a big deal, but
Obama is bigger than most,” Lopach
said about presidential candidates
visiting Missoula. He called Obama
“a very distinctive candidate,” citing
Obama’s contrast with President
George W. Bush and Sen. Clinton,
along with his charisma and biracial
background.
Lopach said now that the
Democratic candidates are paying
attention to Montana delegates,
voters hope they will begin to
address important western concerns
such as energy development, water
issues and states’ rights.
Sean
Breslin
contributed
reporting to this story.
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Police
look for
guitar
stealer
LEWISTON, Maine (AP)
– Police are searching for a man
accused of shoving an electric
guitar in his pants and walking out
of a store in Lewiston, Maine.
Police say the theft occurred
last week and they’re looking
for three men. One of the men
shoved a Fender Stratocaster in
his pants and pulled a sweatshirt
over the top. The other two acted
as lookouts.
All three can be seen on footage
from video surveillance.
Strangely enough, the music
shop has seen the method before.
A man did the same thing in 2006
but was caught as he tried to walk
out.

Woman may
need shot after
biting dog

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) – Amy
Rice feared for her dog’s life
when a pit bull jumped over a
fence into her yard and attacked
her pooch. So she took matters
into her own mouth.
Rice says she bit the pit bull
on the nose Friday after trying
to pull the dog’s jaws off her
Labrador retriever, Ella. The dog
had jumped a fence to get into
Rice’s northeast Minneapolis
yard, and Rice says she feared the
pit bull would kill Ella.
“I didn’t plan it, that’s what
happened. I broke the skin and
had pit bull blood in my mouth,”
said Rice, 38. “I knew what
happened, and I knew that it
wasn’t good.”
The pit bull was quarantined
Wednesday by Minneapolis
Animal Control ofﬁcers while
rabies tests are being completed.
Rice’s doctor will determine
whether she needs shots for
rabies.
“I was sure that my dog
was dying in my arms; it was
horrible,” Rice said.
Ella is recovering with staples
and stitches to her head and a
crushed ear canal, but she is
afraid to go for walks, Rice said.
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Three-credit minimum on track for next year
Jeff Osteen
MONTANA KAIMIN
Graduate students at the
University of Montana expressed
their concerns over a three-credit
minimum enrollment requirement
through a survey last month, and
the results are in.
Christine Fiore, UM professor
of psychology who headed the
survey’s committee, said students
mainly voiced ﬁnancial concerns.
The electronic survey, which
was made available to graduate
students during the week of
March 18, was intended to
promote discussion between
graduate students and faculty to
ﬁnd out exactly what problems
graduate students are facing in
their programs. Fiore has served
as head of a committee that has
been working since last spring to
put together the survey.
She said if every graduate
student who is registered for either
one or two credits this semester
were registered for three credits,
UM would have brought in
$317,000 from the added tuition.
“Financial gain is a very
reasonable reason to charge three
credits instead of one,” Fiore
said. “It costs money to run this
place.”

Fiore said UM faculty salaries
are among the lowest in the nation
and it’s difﬁcult to compete on
that level.
Whether the beneﬁt of ﬁnancial
gain outweighs the cost to students
was one question students and
faculty were hoping to answer
with the survey.
Fiore said the committee feels
the beneﬁt does not outweigh the
cost. “We really think that the
costs are detrimental,” she said.
“The practical consequences for
some people will be that they feel
they have to drop out, and we
don’t want that.”
Many students said a threecredit minimum would impact
their progress in their program
because it would force them to
work more to pay for the extra
credits, she said.
Fiore said that there were also
many students who responded to
the survey that said they would
not be impacted by a three-credit
minimum.
Students who would not be
affected by the requirement said
they were graduating or were
ﬁnancially stable.
The subcommittee that issued
the survey offered several
suggestions to UM Provost Royce
Engstrom in hopes of reaching a

compromise between the interests
of UM and graduate students.
One of the suggestions,
according to Graduate Student
Association
President
John
Copeland, was that students in
a master’s program would be
allowed to take less than three
credits for one semester, and
students in a doctoral program
would be allowed two semesters.
After that point, students would
have to appeal to continue
taking less than three credits per
semester.
“We would love for that
version to go through,” Copeland
said, adding, there’s usually no
reason to take less credits for
several semesters.
Copeland said that about one
in every three graduate students
takes less than three credits per
semester for an average of 1.1
semesters.
Fiore
said
another
recommendation was to consider
the use of resources associated
with one or two credits as opposed
to three.

There are clearly circumstances
where students would use minimal
resources but have to pay for three
credits to maintain continuous
enrollment, she said.
Engstrom said the survey
was intended to open a line of
communication between graduate
students and faculty in hopes of
trying to determine the attitudes
and receptiveness towards a threecredit minimum.
The survey, in general, has
been useful in pointing out some
of the problems keeping graduate
students from ﬁnishing their
programs in a timely manner,
Engstrom said.
At this point, he said, students
and advisers should plan on the
three-credit minimum as being
the default proposal for next year.
Fiore said that ultimately it
looks like the reasoning behind a
three-credit minimum would be
for monetary reasons.
“It really looks like there will
be ﬁnancial gain,” Fiore said.
“And we might need that.”
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ELEVATORS
Continued from page 1
DSS is then immediately notiﬁed.
Marks said he receives about six
of these calls per week, and the
usual downtime length is about 15
minutes. Then Facilities Services
and DSS try to assess how long
the elevator will be ofﬂine to
advise the affected students on
what they should do.
If a student gets stuck on an
elevator, Campus Safety responds
immediately to evacuate the
student.
Most elevator down times
are for routine maintenance, not
malfunctions, said Gene O’Neill,
assistant director for maintenance
at Facilities Services. In order to
best maintain the 67 “lifts,” which
include passenger elevators,
freight elevators and specialized
wheelchair lifts, one hour of
maintenance is required per level
of a building per month.
For example, the Jesse
dormitory has three elevators that
service 12 ﬂoors. That means that
Jesse elevators require 36 hours
of maintenance per month.
O’Neill
said
Facilities

Services tries to schedule routine
maintenance
around
class
changeovers and busy times on
campus in order to inconvenience
as few students as possible.
Jim Florin, program assistant
for building maintenance, said this
maintenance is necessary to keep
the older elevators like the highrise dorm elevators – which are 30
years old – working as efﬁciently
as possible.
“A lot of our units are really
pretty old, so they take a lot of
maintenance,” Florin said. “They
also get a ton of usage.”
New elevators, on the other
hand, take a while to work out the
kinks, Florin said. It took Facilities
Services a couple of months to
ﬁgure out that the source of the
math elevator’s problems was a
defective valve. Since it was ﬁxed
at the end of November though,
there have been no lingering
problems.
The state also conducts a yearly
inspection of all of the elevators
every spring to make sure they
meet state safety regulations.
Facilities Services contracts a
company called Excel Elevators
to maintain the elevators. A
maintenance representative is on

campus eight hours a day and
someone is on call 24 hours a day
to respond to malfunctions.
The typical protocol for
answering a call gives Excel a
one-hour window to respond to
the complaint and correct the
problem if possible. As soon as
the situation is assessed, Excel
calls Facilities Services, who
then log the complaint and inform
DSS. Signs are also posted by the
elevators if they are expected to be
down for longer than 30 minutes.
“Once we’re aware of
something, it immediately starts
to turn,” O’Neill said. “We don’t
sit on anything.”
The problem, however, is that
there is no effective way to inform
students about the status of the
elevators before they arrive on
campus.
Marks said there used to be
a voicemail system in place in
which Facilities Services would
leave a recording detailing which
elevators were down and an
estimated time when they would
be running again. But he said
this was discontinued due to
the unrealistic expectation that
students would dial the number
every day.
Barbara Seekins, the chair
of the UM Americans with
Disabilities Act Committee,
recommends a buddy system for
students with disabilities to have
with another classmate so they
can get notes if they miss a class

Friday, April 4, 2008
due to an out-of-service elevator.
Students should also make
attendance arrangements with
their professors at the beginning
of the semester so that professors
are aware of potential problems
before they occur.
Jon Pielaet, the president of
the Alliance for Disability and
Students of the University of
Montana, said that though the
elevators can be a pain, they
generally aren’t a problem if
students are proactive.
“We have much larger
concerns, like buildings we can’t
even get into,” Pielaet said.
According to the second
provision of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, which has applied
to all public facilities since 1990,
all individuals with disabilities
are protected from discrimination
in all services, programs and
activities of government.
This means that every program
UM offers must be accessible
to the 998 current students with
disabilities.
Seekins said that though the act
doesn’t require that all buildings
be accessible, if a specialized
class is scheduled in a location
without access, it must be moved.
This issue has come up most often
with the upper-ﬂoor science labs
in the Natural Science building,
which doesn’t have an elevator.
According to Pielaet, other
buildings with either poor or
no access are Forestry, Fine

Montana
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Arts, Schreiber Gym, Jeannette
Rankin and Main Hall. The Music
building has an elevator, but it is
for freight, not people.
If a student with a disability has
a class in an inaccessible building,
Marks said that DSS will contact
the department and have the class
moved. Unfortunately, rooms
with unique functions like Natural
Sciences and the Music building
cannot be changed. A frequent
solution to the inaccessible labs is
requiring students to take an online
class instead, which doesn’t allow
them to work with their peers.
“It’s legal, but it’s not good,”
Marks said.
Because
elevators
are
expensive, the ADA committee
requests them on a Long-Term
Building Plan list, which helps
prioritize UM’s funding from the
legislature. Currently topping the
list are elevators for the Music
and Fine Arts buildings.
For now, DSS and ADSUM
will continue to work on making
sure that attention to accessibility
remains a top priority. The new
construction on campus poses
some problems, like closed off
sidewalks, but also leaves open
the possibility for positive change,
like rearranging handicapped
parking spaces to be nearest the
main entrances of buildings.
“Nothing happens unless
students with disabilities stand up
and demand it,” Marks said.

Arkansas
ﬁxes age in
marriage law
Andrew DeMillo
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. –
Arkansas’ marriage-age crisis is
over.
A law that mistakenly allowed
anyone – even toddlers – to marry
with parental permission was
repealed by a measure signed
into law Wednesday by Gov.
Mike Beebe, ending months of
embarrassment for the state and
confusion for county clerks.
Lawmakers didn’t realize
until after the end of last year’s
regular session that a law they
approved, intended to establish 18
as the minimum age for marriage,
instead removed the minimum age
to marry entirely. An extraneous
“not” in the bill allowed anyone
who was not pregnant to marry at
any age with permission.
Some lawmakers called for a
special session last year, saying
the error would make it easy for
pedophiles to take advantage of
the law. Gov. Mike Beebe said
he didn’t see any imminent crisis
and said the chances of children
marrying under the law were slim.
Legislators, however, had the
chance for a do-over this week
when Beebe convened a special
session to consider a hike in the
state’s severance tax on natural
gas. They repealed the botched
law, and reinstated 17 as the
minimum age to marry for boys
and 16 for girls.
Rep. Will Bond, the sponsor
of the botched 2007 law and its
correction, apologized for the error
and asked his colleagues to “throw
me a rope and bail me out here.”
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The ofﬁcial Kaimin Arts
Guide to First Friday
Steve Miller and Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN

Monte Dolack
Gallery
The Monte Dolack gallery, in
association with AniMeals, will
showcase what managing director
Nate Shepard calls “something
new and exciting.”
From 5-8 p.m., Dolack will
create an entirely new work of
art, live at the gallery. The gallery
will hold a silent bid for the piece
throughout the next month, with
half of the proceeds going to
AniMeals, a food bank and shelter
for homeless animals and pets.
Also on display will be various
animal- and pet-themed pieces,
with posters priced at $20 and
framed pictures at $650.

Gallery
Saintonge
Gallery Saintonge will feature
the work of photographer Ben
Ferencz in the exhibit “Seven
Buildings.” A collaborative effort
with Missoula historian Allan
Matthews, “Seven Buildings”
displays the “ghost signs”
of local buildings. Matthews
provides insightful texts with the
photographs.
The
term
“ghost
sign”
refers to the old, hand-painted
advertisements on the sides of
historic Missoula buildings.
The First Friday reception will
be held from 5-8 p.m. “Seven
Buildings” will be on display until
April 30.

Gibson,
Schweyen and
Englund Gallery
Gibson, Schweyen and Englund
Gallery will display new pieces by
local artists Brian Schweyen and
Mark Gibson, and sculptor David
Englund.
The pieces depict Montana
wildlife, as well as images of
Native American culture. Prices
range from $400 to $4000.
Doors will remain open from
5-8 p.m.

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

Aimee Lewis, who has worked at Gallery Saintonge for three months, prepares an exhibit for First Friday. Lewis is also a photographer and says that setting up for the
shows really inspires her.

Missoula Art
Museum

The Dana Gallery

The Missoula Art Museum
will showcase the work of Seattle
artist Katy Stone in her exhibit “A
Season Swirling (Unfurling).”
The exhibit will be displayed
as part of the New Spaces/New
Visions series, sponsored by
the Andy Warhol Foundation.
According to the MAM’s Web
site, the ﬁve-part New Space/New
Visions installation offers a more
engaging approach to viewing art.
Stone’s
artwork,
With
speciﬁcally, “as (the exhibit)
stretches around the room, a strong
sense of motion and sense of
seasonal, natural forms emerge.”
Stone’s exhibit will be displayed
on all surfaces of one showroom.
The art walk will be from 5-8
p.m., with Katy Stone’s gallery
talk at 7 p.m.

The Dana Gallery will debut
local artist Patricia Forsberg’s
exhibit “Wabi Sabi” this Friday.
“Wabi Sabi” is a collection
of works inspired by Japanese
literature and culture, comprised
mainly of gouache paint on washi
paper.
Forsberg, a University of
Montana alumna, said “the ﬁgures,
though silent and solitary, embody
through their poses the freshness
and evanescence of wabi,”
and “the moods and emotions
– nostalgia, melancholy, joy, bliss,
serenity – accrete into a rustic and
irregular patina of sabi.”
Each work’s name derives
from various Japanese poetry
and literature, such as “My Heart
Melts, Melts, Melts” and “The
Beauty of Spring.” The excerpts
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The Celtic
Connection
The Celtic Connection will
contribute to the First Friday
festivities with the music of the
Shamrockers, a Flathead Valleybased band the studio booked way
back in January. The band will play
their brand of lively, danceable
Irish/Celtic music from 6-9 p.m.

E. Fro
nt St.

A- Monte Dolack

D-The Dana Gallery

F- The Artists Shop

B- The Celtic Connection

E- Gibson, Schweyen

G- Missoula Art

C- Gallery Saintonge

and Englund Gallery

Museum

The Artists Shop
“An Eye for Nature,” the work
of Japanese artist Nami Bittner,
will open at the Artists Shop
tonight, with a reception from 5-8
p.m.
The Missoula wildlife biologist
will be displaying watercolors,
photos and paper cutouts with
watercolor images. Bittner has
been showing her work in the
Missoula area for three years.
The Artists Shop is now located
nextdoor to the old gallery, and
will now be open year-round. The
gallery features the work of over
40 area artists and crafts people.
–information courtesy
Hal Mathew, The Artists Shop

UM stars arrive for
annual ﬁne arts bash
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
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are displayed next to the work.
A number of the pieces will be
on sale, with prices ranging from
$415 to $1600.
“Wabi Sabi” will be on display
until April 26. The reception
will be held from 5-8 p.m., and
Forsberg will attend.

The Odyssey of the Stars is
an opportunity to showcase the
talent of the School of Fine Arts,
as University of Montana music
director Stephen Kalm put it.
The event, coming up this
Saturday, brings together the
talents of UM student musicians,
the Department of Drama/Dance,
and distinguished alumni in a night
of performing and raising money
to beneﬁt scholarships from the
School of Fine Arts.

The eighth annual event
promises to be “a chance to
celebrate the arts and the people
who make it happen,” said Linda
Lussy, School of Fine Arts
outreach director.
“People come to the University,
they get an education, and off
they go. This is a chance for them
to come back and show current
students what they can do with a
ﬁne arts degree,” Lussy said. “It
should be a pretty exciting evening
with lots of variety.”
This year’s featured alumni
See ODYSSEY, page 8

Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz
Here at Kaimin Arts, we’re really stoked about some of
the movies hitting the big screen this summer. “Dark
Knight,” the next “Chronicles of Narnia” ﬂick, “Sex and
the City.” So, because ﬁlm fever is so contagious, we’re
digging up an old quote that ties in to one of this
summer’s most anticipated releases. And that’s the
biggest hint we can give (Hell, we just gave it away):
“I was just remembering the last time we had a quiet
drink together. I had a milkshake.”
Remember, guesses to kaiminarts@gmail.com.

Arts
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Crystal gets some Grafﬁti
Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN
What’s a drama student to do
when there aren’t enough roles to
go around? Write your own plays,
of course!
The Stage Grafﬁti Festival, the
brainchild of a group of University
of Montana drama students,
brings splashy colors and wildly
imaginative plays to the Crystal
Theatre tonight and tomorrow at 8
p.m.
“Each performance has an
intensity and a color it reﬂects
on the audience,” said festival
producer Hass Ghaddar. “The
audience will deﬁnitely know how
new it is.”
The plays, selected from a pool
of submissions, were written mostly
by UM students and graduates.
They range from comedies to
dramas, and at times can be edgy
and objectionable.
“There’s one or two instances
where people may just walk out of
the theatre. It’s like a roller coaster,”
said Ben Herak, an actor in the play
he dubbed “the offensive one.”
Thirty actors and actresses will
April 4: (All ages)
“The Ballad of Hyde Red,”
written and directed by Jack
Arcand.
“Concealer,” written and
directed by Richard Fiﬁeld
and Robin O’Day.
“Alistair Clementine,” written
and directed by Peter Ore.

take the stage during the festival,
which has been in the works for
seven weeks. Playwright Roger
Hedden described it as “do-ityourself theater,” citing his quirky
play, “Deep in the Hole.”
“It’s really just about people
in their mid-twenties sitting
around drinking and talking about
nothing,” he said. “Who would
ever believe that?”
Writer and director Andrew
Rizzo’s “Fellatrix Re-Loaded,”
about the potentially disgusting
birth of an elephant, also promises
not to disappoint.
The recent closure of 515
Restaurant caused some confusion
as to whether the Crystal Theatre
would remain open, but the festival
will go on as planned.
“We were kind of worried that
people wouldn’t know the shows
were still going on,” Ghaddar said.
“But we almost had a sold-out
crowd Wednesday night.”
For the time being, the Crystal
will continue hosting scheduled
plays and musical performances.
Tickets for Stage Grafﬁti are $5
at the door, $8 for couples, and $8
for both nights.
April 5: (18 and up only)
“Deep in the Hole,” written by
Roger Hedden and directed
by Kate Morris.
“The Fly,” written and directed
by Alysha Oravetz.
“Fellatrix Re-Loaded,”
written by Andrew Rizzo and
Monte Jenkins, directed by
Andrew Rizzo.

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

Jed, played by Peter Ore, looks at his mother with a devious face as he shows her the Bible he has written in. Ore’s play is one of many featured in the Stage Grafﬁti
Festival in the Crystal Theatre April 4 and 5.

ODYSSEY
Continued from page 7
are Beth Lo, an award-winning
ceramicist, musician, author and
teacher, and David Simmons, a
distinguished singer, composer,
playwright and actor.
Performing
alongside
the
alumni will be the Big Sky
Mudﬂaps, actor and UM alumnus
J.K. Simmons (“Spiderman,”
“Juno”), Dan Erickson, Michael
Smith and Michael Morrison.
Appearances will also include
numerous UM music ensembles,

the UM Symphony Orchestra, the
cast of the upcoming drama/dance
production “Gypsy,” and the
Islanders Steel Drum Band.
Audiences can expect to hear
and see everything from retro
hits like “Fly Me To The Moon”
to videos of Beth Lo’s ceramic
works, from musical numbers to
electric guitar.
Many
of
the
students
performing are recipients of the
scholarships, which is why Kalm
said the concert is “a chance for
the audience to hear the fruits of
their generosity.”
Kalm has been conducting
ensembles in the Odyssey of the

Stars since its inception, and he
said that the community event
represents the best of the School
of Fine Arts.
“It’s a great opportunity to
support young student artists
and performers, and to honor
distinguished alumni,” Kalm said.
“Basically, it’s the University of
Montana at its best.”
The Odyssey of the Stars will
take place at 7:30 p.m. April 5 in
the University Theatre. Tickets are
available at all GrizTix locations,
on the web at www.griztix.com, or
by phone at (406) 243-4051. Adult
tickets are $30, student tickets are
$15.

Kaimin Sports
ports
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Goodbye, coach

Side
lines
Home games
this week
Friday and Saturday, April
4 and 5 – Men’s and women’s
track and ﬁeld, Al Manuel
Invitational, Dornblaser
Friday, April 4 – Griz Cup
Women’s Hockey Tournament,
Glacier Ice Rink, 8:45 p.m.,
admission is free
Saturday, April 5 – Griz Cup
Women’s Hockey Tournament,
1 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 5 – UM
men’s lacrosse vs. Washington,
River Bowl, 1 p.m., admission
is free
Sunday, April 6 – UM men’s
lacrosse vs. Idaho, 12 p.m.

National
SPORTS BRIEF
College Basketball: They
may have lost the NCAA
Championship last year, but the
Ohio State Buckeyes came out
with a different trophy Thursday
night. Ohio State defeated the
University of Massachusetts
92-85 in Madison Square
Gardens to claim the NIT title.
Senior Jamar Butler tallied 19
points and eight assists, Kosta
Koufos added 22 to earn the
tournament’s most outstanding
player award, and Evan Turner
ﬁnished with 20. Ricky Harris
led UMass with 27 points.
National Sports Briefs are
compiled by Kaimin Sports with
information gathered from wire
reports.

Standings
MEN’S TENNIS
School
Big Sky
Sacramento State 7-0
Eastern Washington 3-1
Weber State
2-1
Montana State
3-2
Northern Arizona 2-3
Montana
1-2
Idaho State
1-3
Portland State
1-4
Northern Colorado 0-4

All
13-7
10-6
8-8
8-10
5-13
4-4
1-10
4-11
1-9

WOMEN’S TENNIS
School
Big Sky
Sacramento State 8-0
Northern Arizona 4-1
Montana
2-1
Eastern Washington 4-3
Montana State
2-2
Portland State
2-5
Weber State
1-3
Northern Colorado 1-5
Idaho State
0-4

All
16-4
11-7
4-9
8-9
6-4
5-13
6-11
4-11
2-6

TODAY IN SPORTS
HISTORY

In 1985, Tulane University
cancelled its basketball season
in the midst of a scandal.

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

UM cross country and track and ﬁeld Head Coach Tom Raunig is retiring from coaching at UM after 12 years. Former UM track athlete Raunig joined the track team in 1977 and ﬁnished his track career as an all-American.

Track and ﬁeld head coach Raunig retires
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
Tom Raunig is a very busy man.
He’s been so busy during the past
decade or so that something very
important has gone unused.
Last week Raunig announced
his retirement from coaching track
and ﬁeld and cross country at the
University of Montana in order to
put his doctorate to use and pursue
a teaching position at the University
of Great Falls. The 2007-08 season
marks his 12th at the helm.
“I got to the point where I wanted
to get out of coaching,” Raunig
said. “I’ve had (my doctorate) for
13 years so I ﬁnally want to use
this thing.”
Raunig graduated from Montana
in 1982 with a degree in education
and, seven years later, he earned
a master’s degree in health and
physical education. He received
his doctorate in adult learning and

higher education from Montana
State University in 1995.
“It’s something that I put a lot
of work into and this seemed like a
good time to use it,” Raunig said.
After the season ends, the coach
will be ofﬁcially packing up and
making the move to Great Falls
where he will take a tenure-track
teaching position in their education
school.
The Havre native said that with
the constant cycle of cross country,
track and recruiting in between,
there was no time to concentrate
on using his credentials to their full
potential.
Raunig said that this was the
best time to leave because seven
full-ride-scholarship athletes are
graduating and he’d be committed
for a while during the rebuilding
process.
“It really was getting a few
years overdue,” Raunig said.
The announcement came as a

shock to members of the track team
as they were preparing to start the
outdoor season.
“It was deﬁnitely a surprise,”
senior distance runner Duncan
Hendrick said. “He wasn’t
unhappy or anything, so it was a
shock to the whole team, but we all
understand.”
Raunig was a highly successful
distance runner during his
collegiate career at Montana where
he became an all-American and
still holds the school record in the
10k with a time of 28:40.24.
Raunig also ran professionally
in Eugene, Ore. and the athletes he
coached beneﬁted from his wealth
of experience.
Raunig coached for seven years
at Montana State, spent some time
at Upper Iowa coaching both track
and cross country, then took the
job with Montana in 1996. In all,
he has been coaching track for 23
years.

While coaching here, Raunig
has guided three all-Americans
in cross country and 11 track and
ﬁeld all-Americans.
“Tom’s a great coach,” senior
sprinter James Brown said.
Brown said that no one
expected the retirement, but the
team understands that Raunig has
needs that exceed the realms of the
coaching world.
“I have a lot of respect for Tom,
and I’m going to miss him, but I
had a blast here with him as my
coach and he has to move on and
do other things,” Brown said.
Getting out of the coaching
position will also give the 48-yearold Raunig a chance to focus on his
own personal running again.
He plans on running his 18th
marathon when he turns 50.
“I will miss this job, but I’m a
runner too and the neat thing about
this new job is that I will have time
for running,” Raunig said.

Track teams host outdoor season opener
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
The University of Montana
track and ﬁeld teams are looking
to improve after a strong indoor
season, and this weekend they will
have the chance to continue their
success, with hopes of cooperative
weather.
The Grizzlies will take
on Montana State, Eastern
Washington, Gonzaga and a
smattering of athletes from Carroll
College and MSU-Billings for
their ﬁrst meet of the outdoor
season as they host the Al Manuel
Invitational Friday and Saturday at

Dornblaser Field in Missoula.
The women’s hammer throw
will begin the action at 3 p.m.
Friday followed by the men’s
hammer throw. The rest of the
events will start at 10:45 a.m. on
Saturday.
Both UM teams were picked to
ﬁnish ﬁfth in the conference, but
they are hoping to ﬁnish higher.
The women’s team is heading
into the events with plenty of
momentum, after ﬁnishing in a
tie for fourth in the indoor season.
The 94 points earned was the
team’s best ﬁnish ever in an indoor
championship.
The weather is a concern

though, as conditions lately have
been anywhere from blue skies to
bitter cold, snowy days.
“This one will be an ice breaker
both literally and ﬁguratively,”
coach Tom Raunig said. “Hopefully
the weather will cooperate because
we’ve been set back by this winter
dragging on.”
Despite the difﬁculties of
having already trained outside on
the ice and in the cold weather,
optimism abounds.
“I think we’re going to do
really well,” sophomore distance
runner Kara Dewalt said. “We’re
competing at a high level right now
and with the small ﬁeld, I think we

have a good shot at winning this
one.”
If the women’s team earns
a third-place ﬁnish or higher in
outdoor competition, it will have
had its best season in 21 years,
but Dewalt is still somewhat
concerned.
She said that although the team
has had injuries, and bad weather
and training facilities, the Griz still
have a great chance to ﬁnish high
in the ﬁnal standings.
The team is led by standout
sprinter Loni Perkins-Judisch who
ran at a blistering pace throughout
the indoor season, winning three
See Track, page 10
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TRACK
Continued from page 9
titles and setting three school
records in the 200 meters, 400
meters and 1600-meter relay.
The men’s team ﬁnished sixth
indoors this year. The Griz men
are hoping to put things together
as they head outside.
“I think this team is capable,
and we tend to pick it up outdoors,”
senior thrower James Stanton said.
“This will be a good measure
against good teams, especially
the Bobcats.”
Although the
steeplechase will be thinned by
red-shirting runners, the team has
a chance to join the top teams of
the Big Sky Conference.
“We’re all in shape and ready
to go and we’re going to give 110

percent and do whatever it takes,”
senior sprinter James Brown said.
“We hope to win, and we want
to win, so I think we’re ready to
win.”
Sacramento
State
With
representing the toughest team
in the conference, Raunig is
encouraged by the way the men’s
team is getting healthy at just the
right time.
Another aspect of successful
teams is chemistry, and the
Grizzlies seem to have found
some.
Senior distance runner Duncan
Hendrick said the entire team has
been coming together and are a
close group.
“It’s not just every section
hanging out in their own little
group, and I think we can have a
really strong season,” Hendrick
said.

Check us out online at

www.montanakaimin.com

Friday, April 4, 2008

Jesters, Maggots head to Fools Fest
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
UM’s two rugby squads open
their most important month of the
year this weekend at the traditionladen Fools Fest in Spokane.
With a busy April slate in front
of them, including the heralded
Maggotfest at the end of the
month, the Jesters and Betterside
clubs will try to dust off some
early spring cobwebs starting
Saturday morning at the Spokane
Polo Grounds.
This will be the 16th year in
which the Spokane Razorbacks
host Fools Fest, which usually
includes 15-25 teams in both the
men’s and women’s division, with
the ﬁeld composed primarily of
northwest regional college squads
such as Washington, Gonzaga
and Whitman. Although very
competitive, the tournament offers
clubs the opportunity to shake off
some early season rust against
non-league opponents. Men’s club
teams will also ﬁll out the bracket,
including Missoula’s men’s team,
the Maggots.
The Jesters are coming off one
of their most successful autumn
campaigns in their rich history.
The team pulled a landmark upset
over the Maggots in the Tubby
Thompson Match in October,
which marked their ﬁrst win in the
match in 26 years. They came back
the following month to capture the
inaugural Big Sky Tournament
title in Pocatello, a tournament that
included formidable conference
squads Idaho State and Weber
State.
“It’s a big wave to ride into
spring,” said Jesters’ President
Trent Drinkwalter, who noted the
team set out those two goals prior
to the fall season and accomplished
them. As for this spring, the
Jesters are looking to accomplish
something they haven’t tasted
since the mid-‘80s – A Montana
Rugby Union Cup title. The Jesters
lost in the second round to the

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

Betterside Rugby captain Kelly Wombacher pitches the ball to her teammates during practice at Dornblaser Field
Wednesday evening. Both of UM’s rugby teams are traveling to Spokane, Wash. for the Fools Fest tournament
this weekend.

Maggots in Missoula a year ago.
The tournament will be held May
3 and 4 this year in Bozeman.
Although the team is looking
for success in the coming month,
so far this spring the 40-yearold club has struggled to gain
traction. Low numbers, injuries
and forfeiting teams have all
been obstacles since the team
started practice in late January,
but veteran Jacob Pearson feels
the team is ready to plow through
the road blocks. “Staying healthy
is our number one issue. We have
all the components, we just need to
put it all back together,” Pearson
said. “When we are in shape and
healthy, we are a damn good
team.”
While the men are looking to
gain some momentum in Spokane,
UM women’s Betterside squad
has plenty of it heading into this
weekend. The team was battle
tested with Saturday afternoon
games this fall, including a match
against Drummond High School’s
men’s squad. According to team
captain Susie Polasky, the team
also had a successful showing on
back-to-back weekends in March,

including at Warrior Fest in
Lewiston, Idaho and at Trolls Fest
in Lethbridge, Alberta.
“We’ve been doing really
well,” she said. “Up in Canada
they threw us up against a few
Canadian national teams, kind of
threw us a curve ball. We didn’t
place or anything, but I thought we
did well.”
The team has been practicing
twice a week since mid-February,
and Polasky said the numbers have
been strong so far this spring.
“We have a lot of new girls, and
we’ve been working around the
weather as much as possible,” she
said, adding that the 30-member
roster is diverse. Alongside a
core of UM students, the squad
is also comprised of several high
school students as well several
older players in their 30s and 40s.
After Fools Fest, Betterside is
considering a Seattle tournament
next weekend before they
return home to host Gonzaga at
Dornblaser Field on April 19.
Although the team is heading
into the gauntlet of its schedule,
Polasky, who is in her ﬁnal year
with Betterside, believes the club
has the chemistry to respond with
solid performances.
really
good
“There’s
relationships on the team,” she
said. “Honestly, I have strong faith
in my team.”
Alongside a busy spring for the
women, the Jesters are also geared
up for the next month. After Fools
Fest, they will return to Missoula
next weekend to face their bitter
rival, the Maggots. It will mark the
ﬁrst time the teams take the pitch
since the Tubby Thompson Match.
Drinkwalter expects nothing short
of a ﬁerce battle.
“They will come out upset, you
know, looking for retaliation,” he
said.
“I think we’ll be ready. Rugby
is the type of sport where it all
depends on who plays the hardest
on that day.”
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CLINTON
Continued from page 1
would push some chairs together
and get me in there.”
If the New York senator holds
a public rally afterward, Garab
said she would deﬁnitely attend,
possibly along with some of the
group’s nine members. Students
for Hillary is basically a Facebook
group created to spread Clinton’s
message, Garab said.
Campaign representatives for
Clinton could not be reached for
comment this week.

News
Pissed? Pleased?
Perturbed?

Write a letter to the editor.
kaiminletters@umontana.edu
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